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«Hitler’s Canadiansy» — a World Premier broadcast

First Documentary of German

POW Camps in Canada

TORONTO (NW) - In the early 40°s;

many small towns across Canada
awakened to the sound of Ger-
man military jackboots. Ger-
man soldiers, sailors and pilots
marched down main streets to
hastily constructed camps for
some . 40,000 “German. fighters
imprisoned as POWs on Cana-
dian soil. -

Storyline Entertainment and
History Television are proud
to announce the World Premi-
er broadcast of “Hitler’s Cana-
dians” on Sunday, March 11 at
8:00pm et/pt. This one-hour
documentary, which took almost
3 years to conceptualize and pro-
duce, tells the little known story
of German POWs in Canada du-
ring WW2. It features dramatic
re-enactments of brilliant and

hilarious escapes, the biggest pri-

son rebellion in Canadian histo-
ry and surprising interviews with
former prisoners.

“In a time when prisoner of

near your home as a POW!” The
Gestapo-like rousting Biggs ex-
pected turned into a two-hour
conversation with a new friend
about the beauty of the Canadian
Shield, lumber camp work and
the policeman’s dream of retur-
ning to Canada — and prompted
Ted Biggs to begin researching
the topic.

Biggs explains: “It struck
me that the pleasant exile of
Canada’s POW camps would
have shattered the world view
touted by the Nazis. The stories
we discovered while making this
show proved this to be true...we
also found familiar expressions
of shame and denial common
to many who fought for the Na-
zis. In this moment in wartime,
Canada’s fundamental decency
shone through.”

German POW's march into the
camp in the movie (left) and in
the early 40°s (bottom).

Below left: Director and writer
Douglas Williams with co-pro-
ducer Ted Biggs s

Below: Producer Ed Barreveld.

In 1940, before the U.S. entered
WW II in December 1941, the
growing ranks of German priso-
ners in Britain presented an ur-







